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what would happen to him if he dallied on the
road.    There was not a moment's hesitation in
London,    The consultations of the Government
were brief and to the point:  orders were sent out
in every direction, and no one asked the advice of
the theologians.    Lord Cumberland, with all the
ships he  could collect,  was  told  to  pursue the
enemy;   Lord Nottingham hurried to Gravesend,
and Lord Cobham to Dover;   Raleigh was com-
missioned to furnish provisions all along the coast;
Essex was to stand ready to repel an attack where-
ever it might be delivered.    But the alarm passed
as quickly as it had arisen.    Cumberland's squad-
ron found the Spaniards outside Calais, and sank
eighteen of the fly-boats; the rest of them huddled
into the harbour, from which they never ventured
to emerge.

Essex kept his promise. During the Secretary's
absence he supplied his place with the Queen, but
made no attempt to take an unfair advantage of the
situation. For the time indeed, his interests seemed
to be elsewhere, and politics gave way to love-'
making. During the early wintry months of 1598
he kept himself warm at Court, philandering with
the ladies. The rumours of his proceedings were
many and scandalous. It was known that he had
had a child by Mistress Elizabeth Southwell. He
was suspected of a passion for Lady Mary Howard
and of another for Mistress Russell. A Court
gossip reported it as certain that "his fairest